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LYMAN PERRY DESIGNS FOR TODAY’S NANTUCKET

The Clapboar d cottage sits serenely at number 5 Prospect
Street, amid a row of similar cottages in Nantucket’s historic district. The
house is prim and well-tended, with Wil’ldOW boxes and crisp
painted trim. A fence encircles the house, where two enormous
hydrangea bushes fill the small yard. This house doesn’t call out

to you “Hey! Look at me.” Instead the home meshes neatly with the fab-

ric of Nantucket: another integral piece of the island’s charm.

TEXT BY JILL EVARTS * PHOTOGRAPHY BY TERRY POMMETT
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Lyman Perry sails to Nantucket every summer
to work on several architectural projects.

Opposite: Perry’s first restoration project,
a half house in the town of Nantucket.
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LYMAN PERRY DESIGNS FOR TODAY'S NANTUCKET

This loving restoration has retained the best elements of an
[800s Cape-style house, while at the same time becoming a func-
tional, livable home for the next millennium. The house still
boasts its original wide plank floors, and has a buttery in the base-
ment. The staircase once housed the deed inside its newel post,
capped by an 1850s vintage ivory mortgage button. Wherever pos-
sible, original windows and panes remain; any replacements have
been milled to match.

“The structure was not altered much over the years,” says
architect Lyman Perry, who purchased the home in the early '80s.
“Although it had deteriorated. The windows were painted black. It
was just a wreck. People would walk through and not be interest-
ed in buying it. There was one small bath and a marginal kitchen.
But the basic bones were there”

Perry replaced the trim on the house with a heavier plank cedar
Lo increase the shadow line, and substituted clapboard for the shin-
gled facade. He opened up the home to light with a large paned
window overlooking a new garden. Four feet were added to the rear
of the house, and four inches of height were added to the second
floor to create a more livable space. The kitchen was moved and
updated, the old bathroom removed, and three and a half baths
added. A salvaged vintage mantel now adorns the dining room addi-
tion fireplace. The result is a charming, livable space where it is dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to determine where the old ends and the
new additions begin.

The cottage is called a half house, a favorite style for Lyman
Perry, who has restored, renovated, and designed additions on about

a dozen similar houses on Nantucket over the last 20 years.

Top: The half house has not changed much over the years. The
narrow staircase in the entry hall still has its original newel post
capped with a vintage ivory morigage button.

Middle: Period molding and mantel pieces were left intacl. New
owner Elvira Harden has decorated the home in a traditional
New England manner.

Bottom: In keeping with the small proportions of the house, a
cozy breakfast room just off the kitchen was a later addition.

Right: In the living room Perry added a large paned window to
bathe the antique home in light.
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Ideas you can
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= o~ Five (1(.‘C21(|‘(‘5 of architec-
. turally designed, custom

crafted homes. Each

Acorn is complemented

bv open floor plans and
bright, naturally lit interiors. Qur ser-
vice and quality materials have
carned us over 10,000 proud home-
owners. Build on our experience,
To order your $20 Design Portfolio. call

t our web site, or send

a check t {ouse, Inc., Dept. ACC,
930 Main Street. Acton, MA 01720.

WWwWw.acorns.com

Shedding Light on
Cape Cod's Heritage

Replications of
Early American and Colonial
lanterns, chandeliers, and
wall sconces in copper, brass,
or pewter finish metal. Exterior
and interior fixtures handmade
by Cape Cod craftsman.

NAUSET LANTERN SHOP

52 Rte. 6A, P.O. Box 1198, Orleans, MA 02653
Voice: 800-899-2660 Fax: 508-240-7157
E-Mail: ken@nausetlantern.com
Web site: http://nauset-lantern.com
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Offering 6, 8 or 10 Passenger Limousines
Servicing Your Every Need!
Airport Transportation, Concerts,
Nights on the Town!

Weddings Are Our Specialty!
(508) 477-7300

Mashpee, MA
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$SAVE BUY DIRECT SAVES
CUPOLAS/WEATHERVANES

These are the finest hand-crafted cupolas
available in America. Copper weathervanes
also available. Custom designs are welcome,

you dream it and we can build it.

NEW ENGLAND CUPOLA
FREE CATALOG (508) 995-5331
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“I love the half houses,” says Perry of
the Cape-style house whose knee walls
allow for a low second floor, differentiat-
ing it from the traditional one story Cape.
“These houses are plain and simple—
much in the Shaker tradition—but ele-
gant in their simplicity. They are modest
and unpretentious, but function very well,
They’re appropriate for Nantucket.”

Lyman Perry incorporates the same
principles in all of his designs, whether
he’s renovating a bungalow on the beach
in Dionis or designing a palatial trophy
home overlooking Polpis harbor. “I'm not
interested in making a statement,” he
says. “I'm more interested in making the
house feel as if it's always been there.
The idea is not to impose your ideas on
others, but instead to respect the tradi-
tions of Nantucket”

The more than 60 projects on
Nantucket designed or renovated by
Perry clearly express these design consid-
erations. At 60 Centre Street, he designed
a Federal-style home suitable for Nan-
tucket’s core historic district and was hon-
ored by Nantucket’s Board of Realtors for
contributing to the character of down-
town Nantucket.

The design and construction of the
Nantucket Golf Club was an environmen-
tally sensitive project, which involved
years of planning. The club house, adjoin-
ing cottages, as well as the renovation of
two buildings on the site are Lyman Perry
designs. The house is no edifice on the
bluff overpowering the landscape, as is
often the case in architecture today.
Instead the buildings unassumingly merge
with the heathlands of Siasconset, a wel-
come addition to Nantucket’s landscape.

Last year the golf club was selected
by the professional golf managers’ maga-
zine, Critttenden, as the best private golf
club in America. When beginning a pro-
ject, Perry does not start with the build-
ing. He starts by placing the building on
the site, to create architectural space.
“Building and site start to speak to each
other,” he says. “The building is more in
harmony with the land.”
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Perry’s own cottage is quintessential FINE COOKWARE
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soaring spaces of each
custom-crafted Deck House reflect
the elements of nature. Four
decades of service, commitment,

“Life’s Wake-Up Calls” and quality have earned us over
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P.O. Box 480, Cataumet, MA 02534 930 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720.
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.. Decorating Services for the Most Distinctive Taste
dozen similar houses

Unique Gifts & Accessories

on Nantucket over Furmicure
Carpeting & Area R
the last 20 years. Arpeting -
Wallcoverings
; Desi Fabri
post and beam structure illustrates an LSRR e =
economy of materials while maintaining a Custom Slipcovers & Margaret A. Innis, Allied Member A.5.L.D.
fresh, open, livable space. “In those days, [ Upholstering Margaret S. Laughead, Assaciate
’ : ’ 857 Main § * O ille, MA 026
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without spending a lot of money,” says

Perry. The ground coverage of the main
house is a mere 540 square feet. An expan-
sive deck connects the house with the even

smaller guest wing, and off to the side, PORTRAITS IN OIL

linked by a small path, is a garage with an
upstairs studio. By Ken Wakeen

He says of the overall effect he was
trying to achieve, “I wanted it to be a boat
on land” Boats, it seems, have played an L :
important role in Lyman Perry’s history. Individual, Family, Corporate
Perry’s father was a Naval officer, and
boats to Perry were always second nature.

Today, Perry divides his time be-

; ; Studios in
tween Nantucket and  Philadelphia, Falmouth, Ma. & Naples, Fl.  860-763-0006
where he originally went to train in row-
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Award Winning Custom Stonework
Over 30 Years Expertise
Fireplaces © Patios ® Ceramic & Quarry Tiles ® Walls

cape cop s THE IsLanps  (508) 477-2551 MASHPEE, MA 02649

Wood Garage Doers with
Incredible Beauty=8¢Cli
True divided panes SR,
complement the

Cape Cod styling.

ir), DESIGNER
% DOORS INC
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www.designerdoors.com

<[ r a.MrTCHELL 2 |-

103 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA 02740-7252 = (508) 999-5685
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ing for the Olympics. He has been there
35 years.

Perry did row in the Olympics, and
made the 1960 finals in Rome. He has
also rowed in and won the prestigious
Royal Canadian Henley, along with
numerous other competitions. He still
competes today.

“I’'m not interested
in making a
statement,” he says.
“I’'m more interested
in making the
house feel as if it’s

always been there.”

After graduating from college Perry
went to submarine school and served as
an officer on a submarine for three years.
He then taught at the Naval Academy for
two years before returning to college at the
University of Pennsylvania, where he
received a master’s degree in architecture.
He also earned gold medals for best stu-
dent and for best designer.

“Architecture brings everything that
1 love doing into play,” says Perry of his
decision to return to college. “Working
with my hands, creating things; engi-
neering, and mechanics. They're all a
part of architecture.”

After graduation, Perry was invited
back to teach and spent 15 years as a pro-
fessor while maintaining a small design
practice. Perry founded a program for
aspiring graduate students called Design
and the Environment, a study on respect
for the environment and on how site
should influence architecture.

Perry first vacationed on Nantucket
in the carly 1980s, and shortly thereafter
he borrowed money to purchase the land
in Shawkemo. Over the years he became



more and more involved in Nantucket’s
architecture. Today he designs houses
from Maine to Virginia, although he says
90 percent of his work is on Nantucket.

Perry travels between Nantucket and
Philadelphia, where his office now has 15
full-time employees. In the summer he
can often be seen in Nantucket’s boat
basin on his 36 foot Sabre, which he sails
to the island every summer.

Currently Perry has 20 or so Nan-
tucket projects in the works, including
the renovation of the Eel Skin Inn, a
well known vacation rental on the beach
in Madaket, which was assembled—as
opposed to built—in the early 1900s. This
conglomeration of several cabins, a scallop
shack, and boat houses, overflows with
charm—but is a long way from being
structurally sound. He is also working on a
renovation on the bluff in *Sconset and one
on historic Union Street. Perry’s design of
new compounds in Shawkemo and in
Pocomo are under construction, and the
designs for the new Nantucket New School
on Nobadeer Farm Road and a beach
house addition in Dionis are in the works.

It appears Lyman Perry’s designs will
be shaping the face of Nantucket for years
to come—a fact those who love Nantucket
should be grateful for. i(

Jill Evarts is a freelance writer living on
Nantucket,

Nantucket’s

Architecture

Visitors to Nantucket often marvel at the unspoiled,
historic atmosphere, From the cobblestone streets
lined with Captain's homes, simple Quaker struc-
tures, and rustic fishing shacks, the island has
retained a distinctly historic and noticeably harmo-
nious appearance. These traits are largely the result
of the efforts of residents who have been guiding the
island's development in an almost communal fashion
for centuries, At the urging of islanders, in 1970
Nantucket’s Historic District Commission (HDC) was
created by an act of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. Today island homeowners and busi-
nesses are keenly aware of the role of the HDC,
which oversees and approves new construction, ren-
ovations, and additions to existing structures, The
HDC’s goals include preserving the harmonious look
and scale of the island, encouraging compatibility of
structures to one another, and encouraging develop-
ment that preserves open space and strengthens—
not threatens—the island’s sense of place.

Complete information on HDC policies and
guidelines—and the philosophy behind them—is
found in Building with Nantucket in Mind,
Guidelines for Protecting the Historic
Architecture and Landscape of Nantucket
Island, which is available for a fee by contacting
the HDC at 508-228-7231.
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GEOFFREY KOPER ARCHITECT

Architecture, Site Plﬂliillllg, Interior Design. =+

161 Main Street, Yarmouth Port, MA
(508) 375-1027

Martha's Vineyard (508) 696-7388
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Cornices * Valances  Swag & Jabot
Slipcovers = Reupholstery
Boat Treatments
Vimco = Hunter Douglas
Comfortex = Bali * Roll-up Shades
Specializing in All
Soft Window Treatment
Production done on premises A
Ginetle B. Morrissey
314 Main Street
West Dennis, MA

(508) 760-4957

BENCHES SHIPPED UPS

Pine lighthouse bench,
27"W x 147 D x 39” H $84.95+ 520.00 s/h

Boat shelves choice of 3 colors,
small (277 x 117) $39.95, large (467 x 20™)
$89,05 + 15% s/h

BENCHES

i Lighthouses prewired, durable construction
for outdoor use. 2 fi $89.95, 3 [t. $119.95
or 4 ft. $149.95 + 15% s/
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Chapin’s Wood
Products, Inc.

556 Bedford St. Route 18,
Whitman, MA 02382
781-447-4700 Fax: 781-447-6332
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